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September 20, 2004

The Honorable Christopher Cox
Chairman

Select Committee on Homeland Security
LA-202 Adams — LOC

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Cox:

I read with great interest your letter to House Commerce Committee Subcommittee on
Telecommunications Chairman Fred Upton calling for an investigation into allegations that CBS
inadvertently used forged documents in reporting about irregularities in the President’s National
Guard record.

While I certainly share your concern about the use of forgeries to convey an inaccurate or
misleading impression to the public, I wanted to call to your attention and request that you hold
hearings on another far more pressing matter, which should be of interest to you in your capacity
as Chairman of the Homeland Security Committee.

As you know, in October of 2002 an Italian journalist handed over to the United States
Embassy in Italy documents purporting to show that Iraq had purchased uranium from Niger.
These documents were almost immediately recognized by State Department and Central
Intelligence Agency officials as fraudulent and this supposition was subsequently confirmed by
former Ambassador Joseph Wilson. Yet, a reference to these documents, already discredited,
somehow appeared in the President’s State Of the Union Address in 2003, as the President made
his case for going to war with Iraq when he said “[t]he British government has learned that
Saddam Hussein recently sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa.” Since the
President made that statement, which high ranking Administration officials knew to be
misleading, over 1,000 American soldiers have died in the Iraq war; and, by the end of 2004, the
war’s cost to the American taxpayer will likely exceed $152 billion.

Yet, to date, the origins of that document remain unknown as no investigation has
conclusively determined who created these forgeries and why they were created. In your letter,
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you express disdain that CBS has yet to reveal the sources of the documents you believe are
forged. I assume in a matter of even greater national import, the life and death of American
troops, you are equally disdainful of the Administration’s lack of candor about the Iraq/Niger
forgeries and you are determined to get to the bottom of this matter.

While prior to the Iraq war, as the 9/11 Commission has made clear, there were no
operational links between Iraq and Al Qaeda, it is now clear that Al Qaeda is flourishing in Iraq.
It has been well documented that vital resources that were being used to fight Al Qaeda where it
was hiding, in Afghanistan, were diverted to a place without Al Qaeda ties, Iraq. As a result, we
are far less safe at home because of this war.

As Chairman of the Homeland Security Committee, I believe this should be of particular
concern to you. You have the ability to hold hearings and subpoena documents with respect to
these matters. I urge you to do so at the earliest possible moment. As you indicate in your letter
to Chairman Upton, there is a short time until Congress adjourns. Echoing your letter, I strongly
urge that your Committee move with all deliberate speed to uncover the facts.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter within the Committee’s jurisdiction.

Sincerely,




